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ABOUT ACF 
Since its founding in 1980, Aspen Community Foundation (ACF) has worked with hundreds of donors 
to provide millions of dollars in funding to dozens of nonprofit organizations in the Aspen to 
Parachute region helping children and families thrive. Through its broad perspective of the region, 
and depth and breadth of knowledge of community trends, issues and needs, ACF directs funding 
where it will have the greatest impact. 
 
Throughout its history, ACF has convened local organizations and leading stakeholders to identify 
regional needs and implement effective solutions. In 2012, ACF launched Cradle to Career to address 
the achievement and social emotional gaps among the region’s 20,000 children caused by socio-
economic inequities. With the COVID-19 pandemic, ACF has led community response efforts to help 
individuals and families impacted by the crisis. Both these efforts include working with nonprofits, 
government and schools to coordinate assistance and outreach, engaging donors to support needs, 
and disbursing funding for critical services. 
 

WHO WAS HELPED 
In the 80-mile corridor from Aspen to Parachute, the nearly 90,000 people living here were hit hard. 
Workers travel from throughout the region to work in Aspen and Pitkin County. When the ski areas 
closed abruptly at one of the busiest times of the year and the typically bustling summer of 
recreation and tourism did not happen, unemployment skyrocketed. When schools pivoted to 
remote learning and returning to consistent in-person learning remained uncertain, the technology 
divide grew even greater. The resulting stress of not having income, navigating home schooling, 
trying to stay safe at home but still feed your family ratcheted up the already high numbers of people 
experiencing mental health crises.  
 
Like many of our partners, ACF jumped into action to help those impacted by the pandemic. We 
began weekly convenings with dozens of nonprofit organizations, health and human service 
agencies, school districts, food pantries and others to identify specific needs and coordinate the 
community response efforts. We worked with a group of donors on the 2020 Rescue Fund to tap 
into the Aspen area’s great generosity to help those impacted by the health and financial crisis. 
We also launched the COVID-19 Regional Response Fund to channel contributions to those 
organizations on the frontlines of the response efforts.  
 

• More than 15,000 households (about 45% of the total number of households) received 
economic assistance 

• More than 3,000 people each week accessed food, baby supplies and other essentials at one 
of a dozen food distribution locations 

• Hundreds more were able to receive legal aid, physical and behavioral health care, domestic 
violence support, and other services to help them navigate the pandemic 

• 48 nonprofit organizations and projects were recipients of funding 
• 123 businesses received financial aid 
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HOW WE HELPED 
More than $9.7 million was contributed to ACF’s COVID-19 pandemic response efforts through the 
following funds:   
 
2020 Rescue Fund 
Philanthropists Bob Hurst, Melony Lewis and Jerry Greenwald created the 2020 Rescue Fund to help 
individuals, families, nonprofits and small businesses severely impacted by the health and financial 
crisis. Throughout 2020 and 2021, the fund supported local social service nonprofits that provided 
essential humanitarian assistance during the crisis as well as efforts addressing service gaps in the 
region.  

Contributions - $5,146,000   Amount granted - $5,146,000    
Number of donors – 119   Number of nonprofit grantees – 54 

       Number of businesses supported - 26 
 
Covid-19 Regional Response Fund 
ACF created the COVID-19 Regional Response Fund to receive contributions from donors who 
wanted to support the immediate and long-term needs of the individuals and families in the Aspen to 
Parachute region. Funds were granted to nonprofit organizations providing economic assistance, 
food distribution, and other essential services such as legal aid, domestic violence support, childcare, 
mental health, and health care. In addition to contributions from individuals, foundations, and 
businesses, ACF received unprecedented support from local city and county governments, who 
worked with us to mobilize CARES Act funds to help individuals and families in their towns and 
communities. We would like to thank the City of Aspen, Town of Basalt, Town of Carbondale, 
Garfield County, Town of New Castle, Pitkin County*, and the City of Rifle for partnering with ACF to 
help the community. 

Contributions - $4,463,000   Amount granted - $4,463,000    
Number of donors – 182   Number of nonprofit grantees – 42  

Number of businesses supported - 100 
 
*The Pitkin County government partnered with ACF to provide humanitarian aid to individuals who live 
or work and businesses that operate in Pitkin County. ACF received $1.8 million from the County’s CARES 
Act funds for three purposes: housing support for individuals and families, financial aid for businesses, 
and operational support for a community-based resource navigation program.  
 
Bringing Back Business Basalt Fund 
Early in the pandemic, community members were worried about the ability of our region’s small 
businesses, particularly restaurants, to weather the loss of income from the economic downturn and 
the increased operational burden due to public health guidelines. Donors Sandy and Ed Calesa 
established the Bringing Back Business Basalt Fund to support the small business community located 
within the municipal boundaries of the Town of Basalt. 
 Contributions - $96,000   Amount granted - $96,000    
       Number of businesses supported - 14 
Nearly 50 nonprofit organizations, government agencies and community projects received grants to 
help those impacted by the pandemic. As a result of this funding, more than 15,000 households 
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throughout the Aspen to Parachute region were supported in four major areas: Housing and Utility 
Assistance, Food Security, Mental and Physical Health and Strengthening Community. 
 

 
 
ORGANIZATION OVERVIEWS 
A Little Help - $13,500 received 
Based in Denver, with an affiliate in the Roaring Fork Valley 
A Little Help connects older adults to volunteers to help them age in place. Volunteers provide a 
variety of services including yard work, snow removal, home organization, technology assistance, 
friendly visits, caregiver respite and transportation to medical appointments, grocery stores and 
social events. During the pandemic, A Little Help volunteers made frequent care calls to provide 
health check-ins, social connection and to reduce loneliness, delivered groceries, prescriptions and 
other essential supplies, and helped older adults get vaccinated. 85 older adults were supported.  
  
Alpine Legal Services - $301,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Alpine Legal Services provides free or low-cost civil legal aid to protect the basic needs and 
fundamental rights of crime victims, seniors, youth and low-income people. Legal representation is 
provided for situations involving domestic violence, child safety, family law, senior issues, restraining 
orders, housing disputes, custody disputes, employer/employee conflicts, victims’ rights, and 
consumer law. During the pandemic, Alpine Legal Services is helping prevent evictions by providing 
legal advice and representation and financial assistance to households.  Approximately 500 people 
benefited from legal aid and economic assistance. 
 
Aspen Education Foundation - $27,000 received 
Based in Aspen, serving the Aspen School District 
Aspen Education Foundation supports the Aspen School District by raising funds to support 
academic programs, positions and a multitude of educational experiences beyond the classroom. 
When schools implemented remote learning, AEF provided laptops to low-income high school 
students who did not have these devices at home. 40 laptops were purchased for student use. 

Housing and Utility 
Assistance

57%

Food
15%

Mental and Physical 
Health

16%

Strengthening 
Community

12%

Disbursement by Impact Area

Housing and Utility Assistance Food Mental and Physical Health Strengthening Community
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Aspen Family Connections - $577,732 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Aspen School District  
Aspen Family Connections is a one-stop shop for families seeking services, connection to and help 
with navigating resources, and prevention education, information and support. Now that students 
have returned to school, they are ensuring every at-risk kid has safe, reliable spaces where they are 
supervised, and parents can do their jobs. Throughout the pandemic, Aspen Family Connections 
provided financial assistance for families (3,545 individuals were helped) and coordinated weekly 
food distributions in Aspen.   
 
Aspen Homeless Shelter - $115,000 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Pitkin County 
Aspen Homeless Shelter operates a winter-only overnight shelter and a year-round day center for the 
homeless in Pitkin County. The organization provides access to food, showers and laundry facilities at 
its day center. The shelter’s traditional winter location at St. Mary Church in Aspen was closed at the 
beginning of the pandemic and was relocated to the Health and Human Services building near the 
hospital. When the County opened the Safe Outdoor Space in August 2020, the Aspen Homeless 
Shelter provided case management, counseling and food for 30 encampment residents.  
 
Aspen Hope Center - $101,000 received 
Based in Basalt, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Aspen Hope Center provides an array of mental health services including a 24-hour crisis line, 
individual counseling, community education, and information and referrals. Aspen Hope Center is the 
primary mental health care provider for first responders and is also manning the crisis hotline for the 
region. It is also offering therapy to anyone working during the pandemic for free or very reduced 
costs and devising a disaster response mental health training for local practitioners. Approximately 
190 people received mental health services. 
 
Aspen Strong - $41,000 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Aspen Strong Foundation connects the Roaring Fork Valley’s mental health resources and promotes 
mental hygiene through online screenings, emotional toolkits, outreach and education and 
community engagement. It also maintains a regional director of mental health providers to help 
connect people with therapy and counseling. During the pandemic, Aspen Strong led a community-
wide mental health awareness campaign that reached approximately 5,400 people. 
 
Aspen to Parachute Complete Count - $10,000 received 
A cross-sector coalition of leaders from local government, nonprofits, private sector businesses, 
news media, and transit joined together in the Aspen to Parachute Complete Count Committee 
(A2PCCC) to address the barriers to achieving a complete census count in the Roaring Fork Valley and 
Colorado River Valley. The region is home to variety of hard-to-count groups, including non-English 
speakers, children, seasonal workers, remote and rural populations, commuters, households with 
inadequate internet access, government skeptics, and people without mailboxes. The A2PCCC 
implemented an outreach campaign to help foster the awareness, trust, and accessibility necessary 
to achieve a complete census count throughout Pitkin County, Garfield County and the portion of 
Eagle County within the Roaring Fork Valley.  
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Aspen Valley Hospital - $114,488 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Aspen to Basalt 
Aspen Valley Hospital provides comprehensive medical services and trauma care with 25 beds and 
more than 25 fields of medicine. Originally, the Rescue Fund allocated $470,000 to Aspen Valley 
Hospital to facilitate broader, more readily available and faster testing. More than 1,650 test were 
complement before federal government sponsored testing was implemented.  
 
Aspen Youth Center - $36,000 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Aspen to Carbondale 
Aspen Youth Center provides a safe, supportive and supervised space for youth afterschool and all 
day during the summer. Aspen Youth Center's qualified staff and volunteer role models offer fun 
extra-curricular activities such as cooking, science, art, sports, outdoor activities and volunteer clubs. 
Participants can also get help with their homework and are fed healthy afternoon snacks. Because 
admission to Aspen Youth Center is free, it is the only option some parents have for care of their 
children during work hours. Aspen Youth Center reopened as soon as possible and modified its 
program to comply with public health orders. Aspen Youth Center has been leading efforts to 
coordinate youth programs in Pitkin County to help ensure that enrollment is targeted at youth who 
need it most. Approximately 300 youth were supported. 
 
Bridging Resources - $68,238 received 
Based at Aspen Community Foundation, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Bridging Resources, launched in late March 2021 with encouragement and funding from Pitkin 
County, the 2020 Rescue Fund and the COVID-19 Regional Response Fund, was intended to connect 
individuals and families in need with available resources, providing the “last link” in the economic 
assistance system to ensure that everyone who needs help can find it. The program concluded in 
December 2021 and received a total of 594 calls for housing and utility support, food, healthcare and 
COVID testing. 225 callers were connected to community resources. 
 
Catholic Charities, Western Slope - $634,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Pitkin, Eagle, and Garfield counties    
Catholic Charities provides safety net services for vulnerable individuals and families, including 
financial assistance to prevent eviction, help paying utility bills, and access to food. The organization 
is a primary source of assistance for those who are unable to obtain government assistance, 
particularly those who are undocumented. Approximately 1,500 people received housing and utility 
assistance. 
 
Center for Disaster Philanthropy - $30,000 received 
Based in Washington, D.C., serving nationally and internationally 
The Center for Disaster Philanthropy provides expert advice, educational resources and network 
building to help corporations, foundations and individuals response strategically to disasters. ACF 
worked with the CDP to facilitate a series of workshops designed to increase our region’s disaster 
response and recovery capacity. This included convening philanthropic, private, nonprofit leadership 
and local emergency management officials to understand where community-based organizations 
can and should play a role in disaster response and develop a framework for a collaborative planning 
process to articulate roles and responsibilities of community-based organizations. The result is the 
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creation of a tri-county COAD (Community Organizations Active in Disasters) that will allow for a 
more efficient and effective nonprofit response to disasters in the region.  
 
Coalition for Families - $7,374 received 
Based in Parachute, serving Garfield County 
Coalition for Families is a collaborative program that brings together services for at-risk, multi-system 
involved children, youth and families. The program serves approximately 300 children and their 
families across Garfield County each year. Early in the pandemic, the Coalition for Families saw a 
dramatic increase in requests for emergency assistance including rent and utility payments, food and 
gas and was able to help 15 families. Due to staffing changes, the Coalition stopped providing 
services in early 2021. 
  
Early Childhood Network - $36,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Basalt to Parachute 
Early Childhood Network provides referral services for families seeking childcare, training, coaching 
and quality improvement for childcare providers, serves as the shared services hub for Early Learning 
Ventures, and is the Early Head Start Coordinator for Garfield County. Throughout the pandemic, 
Early Childhood Network continued to support childcare providers in Garfield County, many of whom 
did not shut down because of demand for childcare. Early Childhood Network also worked closely 
with informal, unlicensed childcare providers to ensure the quality and safety of those environments. 
Overall, 120 caregivers and children were supported by Early Childhood Network. 
 
Family Resource Center of the Roaring Fork Schools - $351,000 received  
Based in and serving Basalt, Carbondale and Glenwood Springs schools 
The Family Resource Center of the Roaring Fork Schools is a resource hub, designed to be a one-stop 
shop for families seeking services, connection to and help with navigating resources, and prevention 
education, information and support. Family Resource Center provided financial assistance for 
families, educational support for students, coordinated school-based breakfast and lunch service, 
and partnered with food distribution activities in Basalt and El Jebel during the pandemic. 
Approximately 850 students and families were assisted. 
 
Family Visitor Programs (now Great Expectations) - $91,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Family Visitor Programs provide home-based parent support from pregnancy until the baby is two 
years old. The agency offers four core programs: Nurse Family Partnership, Healthy Families America, 
Partners for Healthy Baby and Colorado Bright by Three. During the pandemic, Family Visitor 
Programs continued to connect with clients virtually and over the phone, assessing needs and 
connecting them to resources. When necessary, it helped families access such things as diapers and 
baby formula and provided economic assistance to the families it serves. Approximately 260 parents 
and children were supported.  
 
FocusedKids - $201,000 received 
Based in Basalt, serving Basalt to Glenwood Springs 
FocusedKids teaches children about their brains and provides strategies to help them self-regulate to 
increase school readiness. Pre-kindergarten through third grade students are served in public and 
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charter school classrooms and private preschools. During the first year of the pandemic, FocusedKids 
provided direct cash assistance to 560 families with young children. 
 
Food Bank of the Rockies, Western Slope - $393,782 received 
Based in Palisade, serving Aspen to Parachute  
Food Bank of the Rockies is the primary food supplier for LIFT-UP, Aspen Family Connections, River 
Center of New Castle, and other food distributors in the Valley. Since COVID-19, Food Bank has 
expanded its Totes of Hope program, which has been delivering more food to students to sustain 
them for longer, and dramatically increased the amount of food available for partners and pantries. 
Approximately 2,650 people visited food distribution sites each week and nearly 5.7 million pounds 
of food was distributed.  
 
Garfield County Public Health - $30,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs and Rifle, serving Garfield County 
Garfield County Public Health works to promote health and prevent diseases by helping residents of 
Garfield County access resources that promote optimal health, safety and well-being. Among its 
programs are the Women, Infants and Children nutritional supplement program and Senior Services. 
During the pandemic, Garfield County Public Health worked to introduce fresh produce into its 
nutritional programs. More than 280 people received fresh produce through these nutritional 
programs. 
 
Garfield 16 School-Based Family Resource Center - $171,133 received 
Based in Parachute, serving Parachute 
The Garfield School District 16 School-Based Family Resource Center is a resource hub, designed to 
be a one-stop shop for families seeking services, connection to and help with navigating resources, 
and prevention education, information and support. The Garfield 16 Family Resource Center 
organized food distribution and school meals for students and families in Parachute and distributed 
housing and utility assistance to 108 families in need. 
  
Grand River Meals on Wheels - $41,000 received 
Based in Rifle, serving New Castle to Parachute 
Grand River Meals on Wheels (GRMOW) provides hospital prepared, home delivered meals to 
seniors, people with disabilities and hospice clients in western Garfield County. More than 70 
volunteers are used to deliver meals along six different routes. GRMOW experienced a 300% increase 
in clients during the COVID-19 pandemic. They implemented new delivery protocols to comply with 
public health orders and continually checked in with clients by phone to ensure their welfare. In all, 
GRMOW served approximately 290 people and 22,000 meals. 
 
Grand Valley Resident Team - $60,000 received 
Based in and serving Parachute and Battlement Mesa 
The Grand Valley Resident Team is a diverse, community-led team that works together to improve 
Parachute and Battlement Mesa. It focuses on communication and economic development for these 
communities. This includes sharing information and advocating for bilingual communication and 
working with stakeholders to understand the barriers and opportunities to economic stability. 
During the pandemic, the GVRT provided housing and utility assistance to 119 children and adults in 
the Parachute and Battlement Mesa communities.  
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Harvest for Hunger - $11,000 received 
Based in Snowmass Village, serving Aspen to Glenwood Springs 
Harvest for Hunger is a new nonprofit organization serving the Roaring Fork Valley. It was formed in 
2021 to reduce food waste by directing unused food from visitors, restaurants, and grocery stores to 
those in need. Working with Food Bank of the Rockies, Harvest for Hunger coordinates local food 
rescue, picking up food from grocery stores, restaurants and hotels and delivering it to nonprofits 
for distribution to those in need. Since its inception, nearly 100,000 pounds of food has been rescued 
and redistributed.  
 
Healthy All Together - $138,000 received  
Based in Basalt, serving the mid-valley 
Healthy All Together was formed in September 2019 to connect MidValley Family Practice clients to 
basic needs resources in the community. With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Healthy All 
Together focused on providing uninsured individuals with testing and care and helping them access 
financial assistance for housing, food, and other basic necessities. Healthy All Together has helped 
474 individuals receive economic assistance and food. 
 
La Medichi (now The Savings Collaborative) - $54,180 received 
Based in Carbondale, serving Aspen to Parachute  
La Medichi is a savings and credit club designed to financially support people who don’t have access 
to traditional financial institutions. As part of its COVID-19 response, La Medichi provided $1,000 
economic assistance grants to families in crisis, where $950 was given as cash and $50 was put into a 
savings account that can be accessed later. With funding from the Sheriff’s Cup Golf Tournament, 
ACF partnered with La Medichi to help Pitkin County restaurant workers with direct cash assistance. 
In all, 50 restaurant workers in Pitkin County received assistance. 
 
Landlord Tenant Relief Fund, a project of Mountain Voices Project - $44,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Mountain Voices Project is focused on developing leadership and strengthening community by 
empowering ordinary families to have powerful voice in the decisions that affect their lives and 
neighborhoods. Early in the pandemic, Mountain Voices Project leaders created a region-wide and 
stakeholder-driven plan to respond to financial needs around housing assistance. Central to this plan 
was the formation of a Landlord-Tenant Relief Fund (LTR Fund) that would pay ⅓ of a tenant’s past 
due rent and future rents to landlords who volunteer to work to keep their tenants in their housing. 
In all, 44 people received housing assistance through this fund. 
 
LIFT-UP - $273,500 received 
Based in Rifle, serving Aspen to Parachute 
LIFT-UP is the main food distributor for the Aspen to Parachute region. It has food pantries in 
Parachute, Rifle, New Castle, Glenwood Springs, Carbondale, Basalt and Aspen. These pantries 
distribute thousands of bags of groceries each year. During the pandemic, it reopened its Aspen 
location and acquired two refrigerated trucks to transport food throughout the region. It is working 
with partners to create a regional “food hub” in Carbondale to serve as a centralized warehouse and 
distribution point for food as well as a community gathering place. A total of 37,388 people received 
food (many people received food more than once).  
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MANAUS Emergency Fund - $581,000 received 
Based in Carbondale, serving Aspen to Parachute  
MANAUS is a social justice nonprofit that works in partnership with others to help create sustainable 
solutions to issues that further equity in communities. The MANAUS Emergency Fund was designed 
to financially support those who otherwise do not have access to public or traditional funds. Funds 
were distributed via LaMedichi to 580 residents. 
 
Mental Health Fund at ACF - $86,000 received 
Based at Aspen Community Foundation, serving Aspen to Parachute 
The Mental Health Fund at ACF provides funding for individuals to access mental health or substance 
abuse treatment they would otherwise not be able to afford. Licensed behavioral therapists and 
clinicians apply on behalf on individuals seeking treatment and receive the funding to provide care. 
This funding helped 66 people receive mental health services. 
 
Mind Springs Health - $36,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Mind Springs Health provides a continuum of mental health care including mobile crisis response, 
vocational and residential rehabilitation, peer services, education and trainings, and outpatient and 
inpatient treatment. Mind Springs provided its services virtually and also organized the mental health 
response for Pitkin County. About 1,130 people benefited from this funding.  
 
Mountain Family Health Centers - $811,000 received 
Based in Basalt, Glenwood Springs and Rifle, serving Aspen to Parachute   
Mountain Family Health Centers provide comprehensive primary, behavioral, and dental care to 
people who are low-income, uninsured, or medically indigent. As the only federally qualified health 
center in the region, Mountain Family provides health care in its clinics in Basalt, Glenwood Springs 
and Rifle. During the pandemic, Mountain Family created its Health For All Fund to help provide care 
to patients who are uninsured or lacking financial resources for healthcare. This funding helped 
nearly 8,500 people access care. 
  
Pathfinders – $25,000 received  
Based in Aspen, serving to Rifle 
Pathfinders is a support program for cancer and chronically ill patients, those suffering from grief 
and loss, caregivers, family members and the community. By focusing on the social, emotional and 
spiritual issues accompanying a diagnosis or loss of a loved one, its programs foster healing and 
personal growth. With this funding, Pathfinders provided counseling and economic assistance to 
families who lost loved ones during the pandemic. 
 
Pitkin County Human Services - $478,000 received 
Based in Aspen, serving to Pitkin County 
Pitkin County Human Services supports individuals and families, improves health and wellbeing, and 
optimizes community safety through its programs. Pitkin was one of the hardest-hit counties in the state 
in terms of unemployment. To help alleviate some of the burden on its residents and workers, Human 
Services coordinated county response efforts around meals and food, economic assistance, mental 
health, and senior services. Approximately 600 people received economic assistance and 30 received 
food with this funding. 
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Raising A Reader Aspen to Parachute - $11,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
Raising a Reader Aspen to Parachute fosters early brain development and parent-child bonding by 
providing a weekly book bag program and tips to encourage parents to read to their children. To 
reach isolated and at-risk children who do not attend preschool or any childcare program, RAR offers 
the book bag program through churches, libraries and community centers Basalt to Rifle. While in 
lockdown, Raising A Reader offered weekly virtual story time sessions for families with young 
children. And once facilities reopened, it coordinated the take-home book bag program through 
libraries throughout the region to ensure that families had books in the home. Approximately 2,500 
books were distributed to 444 young children. 
 
Reach-Out Colorado - $15,000 received 
Based in and serving Rifle 
Reach-Out Colorado is a resource and referral center connecting those in need with appropriate 
services. It provides emergency assistance and operates a Totes of Hope food program and Angel 
Tree gift program for children in Rifle. During the pandemic, it disbursed grocery cards and helped 
people pay for housing, utilities and other bills.  
  
Response - $4,000 received  
Based in Aspen, serving to Basalt/El Jebel 
Response serves victims and survivors of domestic violence and their families by training volunteer 
advocates and providing 24/7 crisis intervention, support-group counseling and court advocacy. During 
the pandemic, Response staff conducted video calls and check-ins for clients and the organization 
provided economic assistance for four survivors of domestic violence to help them seek shelter from 
abuse.  
 
River Center of New Castle - $278,500 received 
Based in New Castle, serving New Castle, Silt and Rifle 
The River Center of New Castle provides a variety of programs and services to meet the needs of the 
residents of New Castle and Silt. This includes economic assistance, food backpacks for school 
children, community drives for food and clothing, and senior programs. During the pandemic, River 
Center increased its housing and utility assistance for people living in New Castle, Silt and Rifle and 
helped coordinate food distribution. River Center helped 312 households with assistance to pay 
housing and utility costs.  
 
Roaring Fork School District - $5,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Basalt, Carbondale and Glenwood Springs 
The Roaring Fork School District serves more than 5,600 students from diverse ethnicities, cultures 
and socio-economic backgrounds. The district has 13 schools providing pre-kindergarten through 12th 
grade education. When schools shifted to remote learning, internet access was a challenge for many 
families in the district. The district developed a plan to provide underserved households with free 
internet connection devices. In all, 20 households were helped with this funding. 

 
Salvation Army, Glenwood Springs Unit - $501,000 received  
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute  
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The Salvation Army helps people meet fundamental needs by providing economic assistance and 
case management to help people become self-sufficient. During the crisis, the Glenwood Springs 
affiliate focused on food distribution, rent assistance and helping people at-risk for eviction. 
Salvation Army supported approximately 1,500 people with this funding. 
  
Senior Housing Options - $16,000 received 
Based in and serving Parachute and Battlement Mesa 
Senior Housing Options provides residential and assisted living facilities in Parachute and Battlement 
Mesa. Its facilities offer an array of programs and services including social and recreational activities, 
meals, personal care, and medical support. Senior Housing Options, because it serves a “vulnerable” 
population, had to purchase personal protective equipment and special cleaning supplies to protect 
its 60 residents and staff. 
  
Stepping Stones of the Roaring Fork Valley - $78,000 received 
Based in and serving Carbondale 
Stepping Stones of the Roaring Fork Valley is a safe, drug- and alcohol-free place for teenagers to 
come after school where they receive one-on-one guidance for the problems they encounter, learn 
life skills, participate in experiential learning, and have access to professional counseling and support 
services. Stepping Stones provided economic assistance to its clients and their families as well as 
helping them navigate unemployment and other supports. Eighty-nine families (274 individuals) 
received help with rent and utilities, medical and mental health services and food. 
 
Summit 54, Summer Advantage Roaring Fork Valley - $103,500 received 
Based in Aspen, serving Basalt, Carbondale and Glenwood Springs schools 
Summit 54 operates the Summer Advantage Roaring Fork Valley program, which provides five weeks 
of rigorous daily academic instruction and enrichment for kindergarten through fourth grade 
students. During the pandemic, Summit 54 developed a new program called Summer Success, which 
provided free small group tutoring in unique outdoor settings using an experienced, licensed teacher 
and a teaching assistant during the summers of 2020 and 2021 and provided afterschool tutor groups 
during the school years. Summit 54 served 527 students in the summer program and 158 students in 
afterschool tutor groups. 
 
Valley Meals and More - $88,000 received  
Based in and serving Carbondale 
Valley Meals and More is dedicated to enhancing the wellness of older adults in the region by 
providing nutritious daily meals, connection to community, and support services, to allow older 
residents to age in place, safely, independently and with dignity. Valley Meals and More grew from 
delivering eight meals a day to more than 30 to seniors living in and around Carbondale. With this 
funding, more than 100 older adults received food and more than 16,000 meals were delivered. 
 
Valley Settlement - $362,000 received 
Based in Carbondale, serving Basalt to Glenwood Springs 
Valley Settlement helps low-income Latino immigrants settle in and connect to the community. Its 
primary goals are to increase school readiness and elementary school achievement, and family 
economic stability. Valley Settlement distributed $500 financial assistance checks to immigrant 
individuals and families in the Roaring Fork Valley. More than 220 families received cash assistance.  
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Voces Unidas de las Montañas - $81,000 received 
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Pitkin, Eagle and Garfield counties 
Voces Unidas is a new organization working to create opportunities for Latinas and Latinos to self-
advocate, actively participate in all civic institutions and take leadership roles in all decision-making 
tables. During the pandemic, Voces Unidas jumped in to help connect the Latinx community to 
resources, distribute food to fill gaps in the system, and provide economic assistance in the form of 
gift cards to those who did not qualify for other assistance. More than 3,800 people received food, 
vaccines, economic assistance and connections to other resources. 
 
West Mountain Regional Health Alliance - $131,000 received  
Based in Glenwood Springs, serving Aspen to Parachute 
West Mountain Regional Health Alliance (WMRHA) is recognized as a system building organization 
helping to address some of our region’s most critical needs through leadership, coordination and 
facilitation of a collective impact approach. WMRHA does not provide direct service but brings 
together health system stakeholders (clinical, government, community nonprofits) to improve the 
health of residents in the region including a focus on the social determinants of health. WMRHA is 
leading efforts to address the complex challenge of eliminating food security across the Aspen to 
Parachute corridor by building a regional coordinated and comprehensive food security system that 
meets the diverse needs of the community. In addition, it helped create food distribution sites on 
local medical clinics where approximately 200 people received food.  

WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE 
More than 200 individuals, families, businesses, foundations and government partners contributed 
more than $9.7 million to ACF’s COVID-19 pandemic response efforts. Thank you! 
Anonymous (11) 
777 Investment Corporation 
AARP Colorado 
David Agger 
Pam Alexander 
Alpenglow Foundation 
Bryan Alvarez-Terrazas 
Julie Anthony 
Maria Armstrong 
City of Aspen 
The Aspen Institute 
Aspen Professional Ski Patrol Association  
     Advised Fund at ACF 
Aspen Skiing Company Caring for  
     Community Fund at ACF 
The Aspen Times 
The Austin Memorial Foundation 
Randy Baird 
Emily and Arthur Bauer 
Erin and Doug Becker 
Sarah Beesley 

Jennifer Moses and Ron Beller 
Holly and Bruce Benson 
Barbara and Bruce Berger 
Michele and Chris Bergerud 
Catherine Bergman 
Cathy and Marc Bern 
Sallie and Thomas Bernard 
Jacklyn and Miguel Bezos 
Johanna and Jeffrey Black 
Nancy Blank 
Neil Bluhm 
Ann Bond Advised Fund 
Laurie Michaels and David Bonderman 
Allison and Randall Bone 
Kitty Boone 
Ted Borchelt 
Mary Boyd 
Deborah Bradford 
Tamara Tormohlen and Marc Breslin 
Ella and Scott Brittingham 
Maud and Aaron Brown 
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Jessica and Bill Budinger 
Tucker Burton 
Andrew Cader 
Terri and Tony Caine 
Connie Calaway 
Sandy and Edward Calesa 
Town of Carbondale 
Michele and James Cardamone 
Catena Foundation 
David Chazen 
Rona and Jeffrey Citrin 
Janet Clark 
Rita and Joel Cohen 
Anne Collins 
Conover Fund for Children's Mental  
     Health at ACF 
Gretchen Cole and Craig Corona 
Brenda and Lester Crain 
Ellyn Craven 
John Cresap 
The Crown Family 
Nancy and Steven Crown 
Angela and Charles Cunniffe 
Pamela Cunningham 
Veronica and Michael Curran 
Allison Daily 
Sandy Simpson and Don Davidson 
Lynn Russell and Stoney Davis 
Michel Mercure and David Dechman 
Tarn Udall and Alex DeGolia 
Mary and Peter Delany 
Muffy and Andy DiSabatino 
Committee to elect DiSalvo 
Sara Paschall Dodd 
Sheila Draper 
Lori Dresner 
Gerald Du Manoir 
Tori Adams and James DuBose 
Tracy and Bubba Eggleston 
Gayle Embrey 
Olivia and Jackson Emmer 
Gail and Alfred Engelberg 
Ashley and Andrew Ernemann 
Bruce Etkin 
Mascotte Family 
Suzanne Farver 

Darlynn and Thomas Fellman 
Christy Ferer 
Nona Feuer 
First Ascent Charitable Foundation 
Ron Schiller and Alan Fletcher 
Molly Irwin and Joshua Fogg 
Jeffrey Grinspoon and Jon Foley 
Anna and Matt Freedman 
Isabelle and Scott Freidheim 
Barbara Fretz 
Marilyn and Chuck Frias 
Karen and Marc Friedberg 
Barbara and Karl Friedman 
Michelle and Michael Fries 
Katy and Adam Frisch Advised Fund 
Lacy and Ernie Fyrwald 
Marta Galambos 
Garfield County 
Alexandra George 
Lynn Nichols and Jim Gilchrist 
Holly and Richard Glasier 
City of Glenwood Springs 
Barbara Gold 
Ramona Bruland and Michael Goldberg 
Annabel and Philip Golden 
Elizabeth Goldin 
Meg and Bennett Goodman 
Goodwin Foundation 
Andi and Jim Gordon 
Lindsay and Thomas Gorman 
Sarah Graham 
Dean Greenberg 
Eileen and Richard Greenberg 
Glenda and Gerald Greenwald 
Jane and Allen Grossman 
Margot Ellis and Sam Guarino 
Flossie and Evan Gull 
Dusty Hamrick 
Carolyn and Daniel Hardin 
Susan and Michael Hartnett 
Claire and Brad Hathaway 
Morris A. Hazen Family Foundation 
Jamie and Bush Helzberg 
Meg Hendricks 
Wendy and Chris Hendrickson 
Kristen Henry 
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Linda Vitti-Herbst and Clancy Joe Herbst 
Jack Hilty 
Amanda and Bret Hirsh 
Judith Steinberg and Paul Hoenmans 
Russell Hoffberger 
Tori Dauphinot and Kenneth Hubbard 
Jeanie Humble 
Diane and William Hunckler 
Ellen and William Hunt 
Mark Hurst 
Soledad and Robert Hurst 
PJ Wallace and Michael Hutton 
Illinois No. 3 Foundation 
Christie Interlante 
Sandy Jackson 
Debbie and Richard Jelinek 
Vickie and David Johnson 
Bruce Johnson 
Peggy and Eric Johnson 
Chandra and Jimmie Johnson 
Holly Orr and Ryan Kalamaya 
Laura and Mike Kaplan 
Michael Kinsley 
Joan Fabry and Michael Klein 
Missy and Chris Klug 
Cathy and Jonathan Koplovitz 
Susie and Brad Krevoy 
Karen Kribs 
Susan Crown and Will Kunkler 
Tracy and Glen Larner 
Laura and Gary Lauder 
Mara and Larry Lawrence 
Kathy Pitner and Bob Leatherman 
Aimee and Robert Lehrman 
Melony and Adam Lewis 
Mark Zitelli and Jonathan Lewis 
Christine and Andrew Light 
Lisa and Jim Lillie 
Barbara and David Lipman 
Grace Lodge 
Karen and Courtney Lord 
Paula and Monty Loud 
Tracey and Ned Lucks 
Tita and Dan McCarty 
Barbara and Pat McMahon 
Lisa and Willem Mesdag 

Mile High United Way 
Flo Fulton-Miller and Scott Miller 
April Minnich 
Alexandra Mirante 
Beth and Josh Mondry 
Denise Monteleone 
Patti and Michael Morgan 
Morgridge Family Foundation 
Mariah and Craig Morris 
John Morris 
Jean Campbell and Pat Morrissy 
Maria Morrow 
Lee Mulcahy 
Shannon Murphy 
Marcie and Robert Musser 
Fiona Myer 
Jane and Marc Nathanson 
Town of New Castle 
Brooke Newman 
Jane and Dan Och 
Margi and Peter O'Grady 
Blanca and Cavanaugh O'Leary 
Susie Wallace and Bob Olenick 
Frances Ginsburg and Robert Olson 
Laurie Crown and Rick Ortega 
Patricia Owen 
Ruth Owens 
Jeff Packman 
Erin and Paul Pariser 
The Bob & Renee Parsons Foundation 
Carol Pasternak 
Patty and Paul Patterson 
Margaret and Andrew Paul 
Amy Elias and Richard Pearlstone 
Hensley and James Peterson 
Ali and David Phillips 
Alison Friedman Phillips 
Pitkin County 
Margot and Tom Pritzker 
Kathryn and Richard Rabinow 
Gabrielle Rafelson 
Barbara Reese 
Garrett Reuss 
Katherine Rich 
City of Rifle 
Kate Roberts 
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Kathryn and Amnon Rodan 
Ruth and Mel Ronick 
Henry and Ruth Blaustein  
     Rosenberg Foundation 
Alexandra Munroe and Robert Rosenkranz 
Helen and Marc Rubenstein 
Paul Rudnick 
Dion Milliman and Larry Saliterman 
Corrine and Lenny Sands 
Dorothy Wildman and Albert Sanford 
Nina and Joshua Saslove 
Sima and Omar Sawaf 
Mary and Patrick Scanlan 
Hannah Schanfarber 
Diana and Matt Scherr 
Kimberly and Bradley Schlosser 
Bonnie Shappell 
Megan Shean 
Julie Shifman 
Karen Silverman 
Jill Soffer 
Sarah and Paul Sohn 
Electra Toub and Peter Soros 
Sally Sparhawk 
Spring Board Advised Fund at ACF 
Liz Stark 
Sue and John Staton 
Laura Makar and Luke Stephenson 
Valery Stevenson 

Angie and Gary Stewart 
Tanner Stirrat 
Jennifer and Mark Styslinger 
Chloe Tabah 
John Tangen 
Charles Tarver 
Bobbi and Jack Teliska 
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund 
Anne Tobey 
Tyler Valtin 
Mindi and Gerardus VanMoorsel 
Linda and Dennis Vaughn 
Vivian and Tom Waldeck 
Chuck Wall 
Rob and Melani Walton Foundation 
The Warrington Foundation 
Riley Warwick 
Gail and Lenny Weinglass 
Carrie and Joseph Wells 
Susan Fleet Welsch 
Rosie Wettstein 
Casey and Joe White 
Lara and Marc Whitley 
Perrin Williams 
Karen Wing 
Joyce Woltman 
Sue Hostetler and Beau Wrigley  
     Family Foundation 
Elisha and Jeffrey Zander 

 

WHAT WE LEARNED 
The COVID-19 pandemic was, in essence, a disaster. One that, while not damaging to property or 
habitat, threatened the safety, livelihood and well-being of people throughout the region. It 
exacerbated the pervasive issues of housing and food insecurity, access to healthcare, mental health 
needs, and education inequities. It tipped those already living on the edge of self-sufficiency into 
economic crisis.  
 
The number of those in need of assistance strained the region’s human service organizations and it 
soon became apparent that efforts were needed to create a more coordinated and effective 
response. As COVID-19 becomes less of a pandemic and more of an endemic health concern, ACF is 
building on opportunities to strengthen the community’s response systems. This includes:  

• Supporting efforts to build a regional food security coalition to meet the continued elevated 
need for food 

• Exploring strategies to address mental health needs of students with ACF’s Cradle to Career 
partners 



Pandemic Response Report 
 
 

Page 16 
 
 

• Supporting efforts to build a regional homelessness prevention coalition to provide more 
housing and resources for those experiencing chronic homelessness 

• Leading efforts to create a structure for community organizations to respond more 
effectively and efficiently to disasters in the future.   

 
CONCLUSION 
Words cannot adequately explain the tremendous effort it took to keep individuals and families 
housed and fed, businesses in operation and children cared for. Dozens of nonprofit and 
government leaders and countless volunteers worked tirelessly for more than two years to take care 
of this community during one of the most challenging periods in our history. ACF is honored to have 
helped organize and support these efforts. We would all be in a much worse place but for your 
dedication and service. Thank you! 


